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10, Masters, John The Deceivers Without cot Kipling, for one, appears have 
Viking. Apr. 237p. $3.00. PER, one, that the mystery India something that 
1825, India, nominally ruled the English, was 
secretly lawlessly under the terror the Thugs, the author has succeeded pre- 


criminal band devoted the repulsive goddess Kali, 
nette and responsible, historically estimated, for more 


than million murders strangulation. With the CONTENTS 
conditions roads and transport then existing, any Book and Classification 
traveler could expected away from home for The Deceivers (Ila) 
the matter brought before the English authorities, The Extraordinary Mr. Morris Howard 
for the people India knew that the deaths were The Judges and the Judged Miller, 
concern civil authority that murders were being 
Return Chesterton (1) Ward, Maisie 
done. And, appears, the English lawgivers were the Rotting Hill Lewis, Wyndham 
learn the existence the stranglers. Elizabeth the Queen (1) Crawford, Marion 


Liberty Equality 


Kuehnelt-Leddihn, Erik 


The White Lady 
The Enchanted Grindstone (I) Robinson, Henry 
Until Comes (IV) Boerger, William 
Leisure, The Basis Culture Pieper, Josef 
The Healing Woods (Ila) Reben, Martha 
Successful Entertaining Home Coggins, Carolyn 
Catholicism and the World 

Today (Ila) Graham, Aelred 
The Pleasures Chess (1) Assiac 
World Wonder (Ila) Pratt, Fletcher 


The Deceivers attempt give fictional version Dubkin, Leonard 


Allen how the Thugs were first detected and exposed. 
mix Through the figures William Savage, district com- 
missioner; his bride Mary; her father, agent for the 
sexu- Governor General; and George Anglesmith, neighbor- 
ensed ing commissioner, the author has evolved story that 
places convincing domestic drama against the gen- 
eral background Indian life and Thugee. the 
night his return, after his marriage, his station, 
Roots Savage masquerades Hindu his village pre- 
Press vent the the Hindu’s wife who believes that 
her vanished husband had died. result his 


New Tales Space and Time Healy, Raymond 


REPRINTS 
The Build-up Boys (IV) 
Foxfire 
Crusade Europe (1) 
History the United States Abell, Aaron 


Kirk, Jeremy 
Seton, Anya 
Eisenhower, Dwight 


masquerade, Savage becomes witness killing His 
ely the Deceivers. save his own reputa- Pride’s Castle (IV) Yerby, Frank 
Kali The Pepper Tree (IIb) Jennings, John 

tion, convince his superiors that the servants Kali White Witch Doctor (Ila) Louise 
und and extirpate the society through the collec- Short History the American 

practice, with the connivance reform The Zebra (1V) Shulman, Max 


ing member the group himself becomes member 
the identity the Hindu had impersonated. 


Before the Sun Goes Down (IV) 

The greater part the story then made his 
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Walk With the Devil 
Rainbow the Royals (IIb) 


Howard, Elizabeth 
Arnold, Elliott 
Roark, Garland 


his original, his selection chief his band, his Guard Honor James 
final exposure and the ensuing climatic struggles. The Loyalty Free Men (Ila) Barth, Alan 

the primarily novel has Symbols Classification: Suitable for General Reading. 
(Con- andled the psychological aspects the chief character Adults Only, because of: Advanced Content and 
well. The inevitable problems casuis- Style; Immoral Language Incidents. Permissible 

try that arise when conservative Englishman finds for Discriminating Adults. IV. Not Recommended Any 


from common-sense viewpoint. 


Masters O’Hara Bonner 


senting, terrifying actuality, the force that lies the 
differences between Indian and Western ways. 


Intelligent, tough, well-written, intrinsically interesting, 
ideally paced action and articulated beautifully 
plot with easy grace, The Deceivers must recom- 
mended any adult whatever taste. 


Clinton Maguire, 
New York, New York 
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The Son Adam Wyngate 
440p. $3.75. Story Press 


O’Hara, Mary 

McKay. Mar. 31, 1952. 
Book.) 

Readers and movie-goers who know Mrs. O’Hara the 
author Friend Flicka, Thunderhead, and Green 
Grass Wyoming may have come think her 
writer “horse-opera” and will be, perhaps, bit con- 
fused find the hero this latest novel hers 
sensitive Episcopalian pastor fashionable church 
Brooklyn the turn the present century. The only 
horses are those which draw the carriages through the 
streets, their banishment pasture 
plant already forecast the appearance occa- 
sional gas-buggy, Panhard two. 


Bartholomew Wyngate was minister’s son, the young- 
est Adam’s sons, and the one whom his father 
taught all the theological and psychological lore had 
accumulated the years until accident left him 
crippled for two years before his death. Bartholomew 
was ardent and apt student. was, felt, pre- 
destined, foreordained for the ministry. married 
childhood sweetheart, Louise, and fathered five chil- 
dren. worked zealously his parish, supervising 
kind clinic for the advice emotionally and psycho- 
logically disturbed parishioners, social service organi- 
zation, the liturgical services his church. had 
become, too, pulpit speaker considerable repute. 


His life complicated the return, after sixteen-year 
sojourn Europe, his elder brother, Ramsey, and 
his wealthy wife Anna. Ramsey mocking cosmo- 
polite, selfish and unprincipled; has always been 
rival Bart and has always won anything wanted— 
except Louise. 


However, Bart discovers that his adored Louise not 
merely lovely flirt. She has been unfaithful him 
and prepared take again with Ramsey, whom 
she had been engaged before she married Bart. Things 
come crisis when Ramsey wilfully insists his 
rights, co-heir Marshlands, spend the summer 
there with Bart’s family. shattering for 
Bart; suffers mental collapse from which re- 
covers with difficulty and only, suppose, through the 
devoted ministrations nurse, whom had helped 
his clinic, and Father Quentin Gerrity, Catholic 
priest with whom friendly. 


The plot, its bald outline, sounds like nothing 
much the basis for the multiple intricacies 
“soap-opera”, which admirably suited for adap- 
tation. There are all sorts characters, with all sorts 
psychological most which the son 
Adam able solve through his ministra- 
tions. Bartholomew’s clinical methods soul-coun- 
selling, his meditative introspections, even sermons are 


Best 


layered throughout the story until the novel resembles 
Zachertorte, mingling bittersweet chocolate with rasp- 
berry jam. 


Yet Mrs. O’Hara doubtless had mind the presenta- 
tion parable, the delivery message that would 
reach folks who shun churches and serious talk, who 
prefer their moral lessons with butter-cream frosting. 
She handles the multiple characters well and has 
particular fondness for and skill making the children 
come life; her central character idealized bit 
beyond proportion—and fact all the central charac- 
ters are somewhat overdrawn—she nevertheless knows 
enough about parish-house make sound authentic. 


The Son Adam Wyngate will not hailed 
major contribution American letters, but will 
popular with certain and not inconsiderable audience, 
for whom will more good than harm. 


Richard Conlin, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Bonner, Paul Hyde SPQR 
Scribner. Mar. 24, 1952. 325p. $3.00. 


Lovat Fraser, First Secretary the American Ambas- 
sador Italy, committed the unpardonable sin against 
diplomacy: lost his objective viewpoint and became 
enmeshed the lives the society was supposed 
observing. became affected with the Roman 
species disease which Paul Hyde 
Bonner would have one believe especially singular 
the Eternal City. Unfortunately, the story weaves 
around Lovat, his hero, neither singular nor 
very good. 


This first novel and perhaps that accounts for the 
weaknesses the work. Although does conform 
one accepted norm romantic literature and ends hap- 
pily for the hero (he gets the girl his dreams), 
lacks the very fundamental elements art: integrity, 
clarity, and proportion. Such strong judgment needs 
some clarification, let consider them order. 


First, integrity. Bonner, the author, having spent sev- 
eral years Italy Special Adviser the State 
Department seems able report with accuracy 
the physical details his mise-en-scene. even 
able evoke feeling affection for things Italian, 
emotion keenly felt the leading character. But when 
puts characters into this background who behave 
like they are involved “in plot like costume piece 
from Twentieth Century Fox” (Lovat’s own words 


describing the action) then violates his artistic in- 


BEST SELLERS issued the Library, University 

Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 
Subscription price, $2.50; Single Copies, Cents; 
Canadian and Foreign, $3.00. Syndicate Subscription, 


$10.00, gives right reprinting classifications and 


separate reviews. Entered second class matter, 
April 16, 1943, the post office Scranton, Penn- 
sylvania, under the act March 1879. Copyright, 
1952, the University Scranton. Indexed the 
Catholic Periodical Index. 
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HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 

The Caine Mutiny Wouk 
The Cruel Sea Monsarrat Aug. 
The Swimming Pool Rinehart Feb. 
The President’s Lady (Ila) Stone Oct. 
The Gown Glory (Ila) Turnbull Mar. 
Spark Life Remargue Feb. 
Mittee (IIb) Rooke Feb. 
The End the Affair Greene Nov. 
Hold Back the Night (Ila) Frank Mar. 
The Sea Around Carson 
Mr. President (1) Hellman Apr. 

Adventures Two Worlds (Ila) Cronin Mar. 
Led Three Lives Philbrick Mar. 
Through Charley’s Door Kimbrough Apr. 


Too, having established his leading character 
cated propriety, Bonner plunges him into melange 
melodrama springing from sudden burst lust and 
desire for Marina Lanza, ravishing Roman beauty. 
The act incredible because there little preparation 
for and the ramifications are fantastic: the cuckolded, 
impotent husband Marina and all Roman society are 
amused and delighted with the resultant pregnancy; 
Marina murders Communist spy Borgiaesque 
banquet and implicates her paramour that may 
tied more tightly her; Lovat uncovers dastardly 
Communist plot and rewarded with probable pro- 
motion and Daisy Biccioli, expatriate American and 
ex-Fascist, his truly beloved. 


Secondly, the work lacks clarity. From what has been 
mentioned previously, this may seem self-evident. But 
the lack does not concern itself with single events but 
rather with the novel whole. Bonner doesn’t seem 
sure whether wants Ernest Hemingway, 
reflecting his work materialistic and hedonistic 
society which contains within itself the cancer its 
own decay, Graham Greene, writing thriller with 
political and moral overtones. the former, Bonner 
plots too smoothly and intricately for the Hemingway 
school, working out the greatest complexities plot 
with deus machina ending; the latter, where 
the intense awareness good and evil? Certainly not 
the implausible spiritual awakening Marina, who 
gives Lovat and plans life penance. Although 
the latter action perfectly possible under the influence 
ticular novel, even though the author has included 
Catholic Bishop Walsh, geopolitical intriguer who 
wages constant war the Bolshevik menace and who 
happens the spiritual adviser the two leading 
ladies, Marina and Daisy. 


Where the problem proportion concerned let 
said that Bonner seems place primary emphasis 
the political and physical activities his charac- 
ters; they lack spiritual definition any kind and their 
profundity might measured terms their genetic 
activity. But perhaps that one the implicit notions 
the author has tried convey: that this society 
diseased and filled with hollow so, lacks 


Carroll 


clarity projecting his ideas, taking back the 
second criticism; ignored it, violated the third 
element. And any author who tries pass off romance 
for reality deserves fail. Yet wouldn’t sur- 
prising this book becomes best-seller; has all the 
ingredients warm weather fiction, even the cook 
has his recipe all mixed up. Too, might one day 
become personal production Zanuck for, the 
hero might say, “this plot for Twentieth Century 
Fox”. 

John Coppinger, 

Speech Department, 

University Maryland, 

College Park, Maryland 
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Carroll, Malachy 
Bruce. Apr. 1952. 154p. $2.75. 


One the chief characteristics sentimentalism the 
gathering together farfetched possibilities and mar- 
shalling them through tear-filled danger damp but 
happy conclusion. Sentimentalism this sort claims 
The Stranger for its very own. 


The Stranger 


The theme the novel seems first glance 
rather dangerous deals with 
priest Ireland. The fact that discredited priest 
would want live Ireland amazing itself, but 
Michael Murray does lot surprising things; besides, 
the remote village which comes keeps his 
priesthood secret. Michael innocent ‘sufferer; 
was his heroic silence situation endangering the 
seal confession that has led his imprisonment and 
suspension from priestly duties. 


the village, the mysterious stranger quickly becomes 
favorite. working quietly and efficiently the 
village mill when the malice the man whom has 
replaced, thief and scoundrel, precipitates revela- 
tion Michael’s prison record. The villagers, even 
the children, turn against him. That night, wet and 
stormy one, the priest wandering through the fields, 
trying ease the blinding pain his sorrow, when 
comes across dying man—Luke Rafferty, for whose 
crime Michael went prison, and who brother 
Patch Rafferty, Michael’s persecutor. Luke, attempting 
salvage something from his misspent life, has been 
mistakenly cut down the very act making restitu- 
tion for theft; fortunately has left with the village 
priest signed statement vindicating Michael. Two 
young lovers who have quarrelled because the girl’s 
interest Michael but have been reconciled their 
anxious search for him come upon him absolv- 
ing Luke and learn the secret his priesthood. The 
pastor, acting Luke’s signed statement, has Father 
Murray restored good standing, and the novel ends 
with the whole village attending the ex-miller’s Mass. 


The novel’s climatic scene very effective, but must 
improbabilities into which only Shakespeare could have 
infused the warmth life. And not only from 
strained coincidence that the novel suffers. The central 
character drawn great, broad strokes, and just 
too good. The story told too rapid, too bald 
fashion. Furthermore, the chronology events the 
beginning very confusing. Apparently his first day 
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the village, Michael does full day’s work, becomes 
acquainted with all the youngsters the place, gains 
wide reputation, and sandwiches visit mercy 
the family sick Throughout the book there 
jarring uncertainty about lapsed time. 


The Stranger has plenty faults; yet, when the balance 
duly noted, must remarked that the novel de- 
serves read widely. The pathos and heroism in- 
herent the central situation are tremendously appeal- 
ing. And the story holds the reader—for, despite its 
sentimentality, beautiful tale. Through the flood 
tears there really brightness shining. The author 
has penetrated some distance into the secret suffer- 
ing. Moreover, his language fresh and original; his 
descriptions, whether place action, are almost 
always charming. The Stranger, faulty though may 
be, bit grand old beauty set the midst the 
ugliness cynicism. deserves attention. 


William Hill, 

Jesuit Novitiate, 

Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Berstl, Julius The Tentmaker 
Rinehart. Mar. 27, 1952. 312p. $3.50. 


Twenty-five years ago, the novelist Donn 
duced work which called Brother Saul, fiction- 
ized biography the great Apostle the Gentiles that 
was less faithful sober history than Donn Byrne’s 
imaginative conception what might have been. 
Julius Berstl plans cover the same ground much 
the same fashion, and his latest work, The Tentmaker, 
traces the early portion the Apostle’s life, closing 
with St. Paul’s departure from Jerusalem few years 
after his conversion. Moving freely between apocry- 
phal and canonical books the New Testament, the 
author presents picture character named “Shaul” 
that more Berstl than Biblical, and far from con- 
vincing. 

The son Hanan Giscala, rich weaver Tarsus, 
Shaul weakling and dreamer, interested sitting 
the feet pious Rabbi Manasse, but not training 
himself succeed his father the lucrative establish- 
ment that Hanan has built up. Although the only 
extant description Paul presents him sturdy and 
affable, the Shaul The Tentmaker, awkward, 
sickly, self-conscious youth, who falls into epileptic 
fit when his father proposes marriage for him. Hanan 
sufficiently disturbed the seizure permit his 
son Jerusalem make himself learned the 
Law, and once arrived the Holy City, Shaul studies 
with Gamaliel, the Essenes, and even the early fol- 
lowers Christ, Whom has seen, fleetingly, his 
way Jerusalem. Always doubt and disturbed 
visions, Shaul further made wretched attach- 
ment Talitha, the promised bride Stephanus (the 
proto-Martyr). burst fury against the “Nazar- 
enes”, insists the condemnation Stephanus, 
and stands by, acknowledged leader, while the ston- 
ing goes on. Hearing that St. Peter Damascus, 
obtains letters from the authorities Jerusalem bring 
back the Christians malefactors, and sets out with 
few companions. the midst violent sandstorm 
hears Christ exhorting him become follower 
the new faith, and afterwards found, blinded and 
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unconscious, his companions. Damascus, Ananias 
cures him his blindness and Shaul goes into solitude 
Arabia, where further visions Christ—here called 
Yeshua—prepare him for his missionary work. 
begins his labors the synogogues Damascus, but 
arouses such hostility that forced flee, and after 
short sojourn Jerusalem, sets out for Tarsus, the 
book ends. 
preface, author Berstl declares his intention 
“painting new and despite his occasional 
allegiance historical detail, that what has done. 
The uncertain, blundering Shaul this work far 
cry from the Apostle whose herculean labors make him 
one the titans history. The central point which 
Paul’s biography turns, his conversion the road 
Damascus, here only another vision, ecstatic trance 
presented almost the exact terms advanced Pfleid- 
erer fifty years ago. Moreover, the artistry which the 
reader expects any seasoned novelist completely 
wanting here. Over and over again, the characters 
shaky and jerky motions, cast their eyes down 
unexplained embarrassment, and general move 
more like puppets than like normal men and women. 
Such nonsense lines “The burning sun had dried 
their brains” (p. 276), the reference the Roman 
triumvir “Mark Anthony” (p. 28), and the errors, 
typographical and grammatical (p. 139), bespeak some- 
thing less than proper care and skill. Even readers 
outside the Caholic faith will scarcely grateful for 
the author’s cavalier presentation Christ neglectful 
his filial duties, and the Blessed Mother—no 
virgin this work—as complaining her Son’s want 
consideration and respect. Even work art, 
The Tentmaker adds nothing Pauliniana. 

Dennis McCarthy, O.P., 

Chairman, Department English, 

Providence College, 

Providence Rhode Island 


Swiggett, Howard The Extraordinary Mr. Morris 
Doubleday. Mar. 28, 1952. 483p. $5.00. 


Howard Swiggett, author the historical War Out 
Niagara and the adventurous The Stairs Lead No- 
where, has drawn upon the spirit each work por- 
tray the amazing life Gouverneur Morris, light- 
hearted man the world, American patriot, stylist 
the constitution, minister France, and perhaps best 
remembered “the great lover with the wooden leg”. 
Based the previously restricted Morris’ diaries, this 
personalized, absorbing biography financier, 
statesman, diplomat, thinker, sinner, faithful husband, 
farmer, trustee, and true son our Founding Fathers. 
Justice done Morris’ role the Continental Con- 
gress and the Constitutional Convention, 
Paris sojourn the crowded decade after 1789 seems 
overwritten effort highlight “Tall Boy’s” un- 
conventional conduct calculated settle not only the 
affairs men but also certain ladies. Like Jefferson 
and Franklin participated the Enlightenment, but 
more than they allowed his attractive gaiety enjoy 
“all the scandal and illegitimacy French Society, 
where not natural child Louis was some- 
what unique (p. 148). Twelve volumes Diary, 
1789-1816, chronicle profuse detail 
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trigue, fashion and culture. Neither Boswell’s London 
Journal nor Pepys’ Diary outdistance Gouverneur Mor- 
ris when tells his own Diary wanton and flagrant 
behaviour with Madame Flahaut. Swiggett focuses 
attention these scandals, excuses them “simply 
the loose morals the eighteenth century” (p. 179) 
and delights spotlighting suggestive scenes Louvre, 
where his hero’s foibles are delineated “painful 
doubtless the moralist, yet tender and familiar 
ordinary human beings” (p. 195). 


During the sixty-five year (1752-1816) span Morris’ 
life, almost every celebrity the age crosses his path. 
Revolutionary America Washington, the Adames, 
Jefferson, Hamilton, Madison, Monroe, Robert Morris 
and scores less famous Americans keep the story 
moving rapid pace. Likewise Revolutionary 
France Talleyrand, Lafayette, Rochambeau and Na- 
poleon play their fascinating roles under the eyes 
Morris, American Minister France where “diplo- 
matically the streets Paris were glare ice all 
year for the most sure-footed man” (p. 
what made Mr. Morris extraordinary comparison? 
The author believes that the secret lies Morris’ extra- 
ordinary will survive, arising large measure “from 
the utter lack that conviction sin which said 
the basis all psychoses” (p. this 
philosophy life, Swiggett suggests, were Talleyrand, 
Adelaide Flahaut, Morris’ mistress, and Nancy Ran- 
dolph, his wife, who, “like Morris, each possessed that 
attractive, healthy-minded quality which prevents 
people sitting down the waters Babylon weep” 
(p. 11). psychological surmise best! One not 
too surprised the author’s concluding remark 
Morris’ death: “One may feel sure, however, that 
there are Courts the Morning, (Morris) entered 
them with grace and good manners, and doubtless 
many great gentlemen rose greet him” (p. 442). 
Unfortunately, Mr. Swiggett over generous with 
short, atomic paragraphs. Frequently two sentences 
and more often only one comprise same that each 
page studded with from four seven collocations 
chronologically connected facts. Transitions are 
practically non-existent, especially where disparate 
characters within the span couple pages, are 
introduced and move simultaneously through several 
states and Europe. justice the author let 
said that his language colorful and his story fast- 
moving, but his machine-gun approach and his stream- 
lined paragraphing bewilder the reader. 


only blurred impression gained what Morris 
stood for politics and world affairs with what 
historical forces was aligned, this result may 
attributed the fact that the book frequently glides 
over surfaces and concentrates upon the interesting but 
relatively unimportant love-life the hero. The au- 
thor asserts that the customary summing assess- 
ment Morris’ character seems uncalled for. 
too many-sided, too contradictory for single verdict” 
(p. concludes justly enough: “those 
who not see for themselves the continuing mag- 
nanminity and genius the man, through all his 
weaknesses, will never persuaded to.” 


Though suggestive language and bed room scenes are 
objectionable, the general reader and the historian will 


Miller 


find this book contribution. One devoutly wishes, 
however, that the space given endless recital 
sexual foibles might have been consigned housing 
More accurate critical apparatus. Sparse notes the 
back the book, while satisfactory perhaps the 
general public, give only vague indication the 
author’s scholarship, and the consequent lack pre- 
cision identifying quotations will not please research 
students. 

Harry Sievers, Ph.D., 

West Baden College, 

West Baden Springs, Indiana 


Miller, Merle The Judges and the Judged 
Doubleday. Apr. 1952. 220p. $2.50. 


Merle Miller has undertaken extremely difficult 
task. His book, essence, survey private efforts 
censor political beliefs and actions persons the 
entertainment field. brief and inadequate chapter 
devoted Communist attempts blacklist persons 
who oppose their views. Most the book centers 
the opposite problem keeping Communists and their 
sympathizers from lucrative and influential positions 
the entertainment field. Practically this amounts 
Counterattack and its publication, Red Chan- 
nels. 


The author does not meet head-on the central value- 
judgment inherent this problem. The assumption 
behind Red Channels that persons the entertain- 
ment field, whether knowingly not, have aided the 
Communist Party and its causes through their suport 
for the Party and its front organizations. Actually this 
one the three major sources funds for the Party 
(the other two being controlled unions and donations 
the well-to-do). has also been immensely 
valuable source prestige, particularly for front or- 
ganizations. The question arises: private American 
citizens, largely patrons the entertainment industries, 
have the right object entertainers who directly 
indirectly aid Communism? 


not completely clear where Mr. Miller stands 
this question. But the foreword and introduction 
the book, written Robert Sherwood, Ernest 
and Patrick Malin, answer this question the nega- 
tive. They hold that the political orientation enter- 
tainers irrelevant matter. Mr. Miller 
ward this view, but concentrates mainly the quality 
research behind Red Channels and the 
justice its use indiscriminate blacklist. does 
not make clear that the authors Red Channels 
did not envision such blacklist. They aimed pri- 
marily warn the entertainment industry the abuses 
rampant the field. 


Given Mr. Miller’s assumptions, even then his treat- 
ment disappointing. exemplifies once again the 
telling charge made against many liberals that they 
adopt double standard, one for defending Commu- 
nists persons charged with Communist sympathies, 
another and far more strict standard for judging anti- 
Communists. (This point was well made Irving 
Kristol the March, 1952, issue Commentary.) 
Practically every charge smear, innunedo, and 
discriminate attack made against Red Channels par- 
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alleled similar abuse the part the author 
The Judges and the Judged. There guilt associa- 
tion, comparing this work with Elizabeth Dilling’s 
irresponsible Red Network (pp. 102-103). There 
the consistent use unnamed persons attack the 
authors Red Channels, yet these charges were not 
checked with the person under attack (see pages 89-91 
for particularly glaring instance). 


The author chose not list the names persons 
financially hurt the blacklist. His reasons are 
plausible, but somewhat negated his listing the 
few names Red Channels which could clear from 
the suspicion Communist sympathies. Nor does 
hesitate use names attacking persons who are 
militant opponents Communism. 


Some charges are ridiculous the basis even casual 
knowledge. quote unnamed editor the effect 
that Mr. Kirkpatrick did not know the name the 
Trotskyite Party the United States (p. 76) absurd. 
The reviewer knows enough the wartime work 
the F.B.I. and Mr. Kirkpatrick deny this statement 
flatly. Again, there blatant contradiction page 
85, where the net income from Counterattack listed 
$70,000 and the gross income (same page) given 
maximum $96,000. Obviously one cannot print 
and mail (first-class) weekly publication, maintain 
large offices, and kep staff fourteen persons (all 


mentioned the book) $26,000. 


One final point might noted. Although the author 
told this reviewer that intended probe equally 
into the blacklist Communists 
the entertainment field, shows little evidence 
such promised diligence. gives just enough space 
this topic retain some appearance objectivity. 
But even reading Eugene Lyons’ somewhat dated 
The Red Decade would have given the author better 
leads than seemed have found. 


Mr. Miller chose subject which needed competent 
examination. many who assisted him his in- 
quiry, the result deep disappointment. Until 
get fair and honest treatment from all sides, cannot 
progress solving the difficult problem: how pre- 
serve civil liberties while resisting Communist infiltra- 
tion. The present book gives reasonable answer. 


not recommended. 
Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 
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Czapski, Joseph The Inhuman Land 
Sheed Ward. Mar. 19, 1952. $3.50. 


Joseph Czapski Polish patroit, and painter. 
veteran the defense Warsaw against the Red 
armies 1920, returned Poland 1939, when 
was captured the Soviet forces; during the Hitler- 
Stalin alliance was interned various Soviet intern- 
ment camps. September 1941, when Hitler’s armies 
attacked Russia, Mr. Czapski and other Poles, who sur- 
vived the rigors internment, were released the 
Soviet authorities form Polish army fight the 
German invaders. This book narrates, incredible 
tone impartiality, the frustrated efforts the Polish 
patriots rebuild army; and records some remi- 
niscences those scarred skeletons who came out 
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internment camps and out the labor brigades 
Siberia. 


Every free governrment the West should commis- 
sion Mr. Czapski paint two murals, the style 
Diego Rivera, for all citizens see and study: the 
one, indictment; the other, inspiration. 


The indictment will huge mural, over which 
broods the benign smile Josef Stalin, the manner 
George Orwell’s “Big Brother (1962)”. And “Big 
Brother Stalin” smiles benignly contemplates the 
following scenes: the dip pits the Katyn forest into 
which were dumped thousands murdered Polish 
officers; the removal from line cattle cars the 
frozen corpses 1650 Polish prisoners; the deliberate 
sinking the White Sea the two barges with their 
7,000 Polish prisoners. What harrowing scene could 
painted the snows Kolima littered with the 
emaciated, broken frames the Polish prisoners who 
fell while they worked slave camps? How heart- 
rending the scene the separation 3,000,000 Ukrain- 
ian men who were torn from their families and sent 
into the North work and die! But perhaps these 
mass cruelties and sufferings are too big for the canvas. 
Let then have the scene the small group Polish 
prisoners, which, under armed guard, trudges wearily 
and falteringly, day after day without food and water, 
through the snow; and sure note the savage police 
dogs which are let loose upon the laggards, who have 
fallen prone the snow. This ragged 
marchers leaves its traces the snow: naked corpses. 
another scene sleek, well-fed, well-clothed under- 
lings the NKVD apply the torture the bastinado 
the soles the feet some Polish scarecrow; 
carry out the torture, which called: “under the plank. 
They fasten chap under strip wood, and then 
hack with axe. The victim dies. The blows 
loosen his kidneys and all his innards. But 


The second mural will inspiration all free 
peoples. Let more huge and more colorful than 
the indictment. Here see Polish patriots, men, 
women and children, thin, wan victims war, depor- 
tation, slave labor, starvation, dispersion, question- 
ings, torture. They are dreaming home with hope 
their hearts and joy their faces the midst 
their sufferings. They are declaiming the call 
courage: 


“And when the moment comes for them die, 
May they depart like stones 
Flung the hand God against the barricade” 


Again there the young Jewish pianist, Holcman, play- 
ing old battered piano the strange house 
strange town southern Russia; aged hunger and 
wanderings, the young genius conjures the eyes 
his thin-faced, dreamy-eyed audience visions 


“Poland her zenith 
Fresh from the rainbow bridge ecstasy.” 


Inspiring too the picture the aged Prince Sapieha, 
who makes more poignant with his tears his recollec- 
tions the history and traditions his native Poland. 
And the sobbing patients the crowded room the 
improvised hospital who forget their fever, their pain, 
their hunger, and their desperate plight, the nostalgia 
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which aroused the song about Warsaw, sung 
young Polish woman she “stood front the 


open window”. 
William Herlihy, 
University Scranton 


Little, Arthur Christ Unconquered 
Prentice-Hall. Feb. 25, 1952. 232p. $4.50. 


one reads Father Little’s Christ Unconquered and 
first realizes that epic poem, one turns scoffer 
and skeptic, and doubts that the book will achieve any- 
thing beyond indicating the author’s temerity inviting 
comparison with the masters ranged exclusive com- 
pany. Are not the great works this historic and 
difficult form counted monosyllabic numbers? After 
Milton, who has written notes also the 
author’s daring addressing himself—in the classical 
manner, less—to the unlistening world modern 
lyric poetry; labor love, doubt, but one doubly 
sure fail. 


Yet the poem does not fail. begin with, one can 
fault its adherence the formal and technical tradi- 
tions the type which belongs—the classical epic. 
Its theme and hero are central mankind: Jerusalem, 
Holy Week, and the Passion Our Lord. The long 
narrative divided into ten books, three them bear- 
ing the conventional invocation, all them fashioned 
with such classical traits unity, compression, propor- 
tion, and the whole rich with important debates and 
speeches, catalogues and descriptions. Yet mere choice 
sublime theme, mere conformity with established 
pattern, mere artifice contriving not enough; there 
must more. And this the author supplies two 
aspects the work—its high poetic quality and its 
give more than ordi- 
nary merit. Father Little displays true poet’s art 
his versatile and fresh, though sometimes hard-urged 
and disassociative, imagery, and his accurate use 
large and varied vocabulary. For instance, writes 
“deep-laden board” spread 


With syrup-swollen fruits from Eastern boughs, 
Swart olives, and the moony pomegranate, 
And rathripe nectarines and melons tart 


Or, describing the place Christ’s crucifixion: 


was stage inept for feats pain, 
plain appareled the diligent spring 
And the thorn the sparrow’s fitful lisp 
Strayed meditative, and the enormous air 
Was social with the swallows. 

the midst 
Uprose pedestal somber rock 
high thrice man, its flowery foot 
Bastioned bones perished felons, bleached 
weather and the tongues famished dogs, 
And the naked brow naked head 
Showed with barbed beak, demanding carrion 
With patient presence. 

The second aspect, the poet’s skill characterization, 


visible his convincing portiaits tender Mary, the 
uneasy Pilate, diabolical Annas. However, most 


interesting all, Father Little manages achieve 
his depiction Christ figure midway between the 
petty, too-familiar, too-contentious God Milton’s 
poem and the sun-glorious abstraction Divine Es- 
sence that makes Dante’s God remote and distant, 
omnipresent, Entity. The poet has done 
this remaining almost literally faithful his sources 
Scripture and giving Jesus more speech 
action than that which men already know their 
Christ the Apostles, thus leaving Him once 
humanly akin them and yet outside their compre- 
hension. This dramatically effective projection 
Christ’s personality mean accomplishment. 


Still, still, the poem does have one pervading flaw; even 
just this one—but such kind that 
diminishes the stature the entire poem. That fault 
that Father Little speaks not his own voice. 
hear Beethoven Beethoven, Dante Dante—this 
part artistic greatness, that every genius marks 
his work with his own identity, read the style 
which his total self finds expression, recognized 
the manipulation the form which the work 
cast: Homer’s coursing hexameter contain his swift 
pace and sweet strength; Chaucer’s gentle couplets for 
his charitable and serene geniality; Spenser’s lively 
Keats’s languid sensuousness their spacious stanzas; 
Shakespeare’s infallible imagery blazing every nook 
and turn his blank verse. These are not matters 
crafty choice intense desire, but one with the 
spirit that makes each great poet unique. Lacking ir, 
Father Little’s epic less sublime than epic 
should be. For, without question, speaks with the 
voice Milton. Fulton Oursler writes his intro- 
duction this first American edition Un- 
conquered: “The blank verse Miltonic throughout, 
built large [verse] paragraphs sounding 
climax. with Milton, sentences start within line 
more often than the beginning, and the syntax over- 
flows from line line cascade enjambment 
wherein the single metrical units are like smaller ripples 
one huge advancing wave. Miltonic, too, are the 
frequent place-names used enrich the verse son- 
ority and association, the high rhetorical diction where 
elevation tone essential, and the numerous classical 
allusions”. The justice many these comments 
can seen the following passage from Book IX: 


looked with you from high-sloped Nazareth 
dawn trains treasure-laden beasts 

And traders black, charred the sun 
Pressing with Asia’s produce rich, their trove 

raiment mottled the varied plumes 

forest birds, from lost famous marts 

Where common were all wonders, Madian 

And Maracanda and Persepolis 

And towns forgotten the Oxus’ nooks 

And many-citied Ganges. 


But second Milton will ever do. Nevertheless, Christ 
Unconquered remains very impressive poem, worthy 
further study and analysis,, sure create interest 
the life and literary qualifications and achievements 
this lately deceased Irish Jesuit. 


Joseph Belvedere, 
Department English, 
University Scranton 


* 
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Ward, Maisie Return Chesterton 
Sheed Ward. Feb. 26, 1952. 336p. $4.50. 


“One marvels that could have spent much time 
and talent merely for the sake giving pleasure and 
amusement entirely unimportant people ob- 
served one G.K.C.’s secretaries. But for Chesterton 
there were “unimportant people”. The humanist 
who declared that “Nothing human alien me” was 
gone one better G.K.C. who might well have said: 
“Everything human fascinating me”. That 
doubtless why everything Chestertonian fascinating 
us, why welcomed Miss Ward’s biography Gilbert 
Keith Chesterton, and why are glad have this 
postscript thereto, this anthology lacunae, 
speak, plug the gaps the former work. 
course does more than that: amplifies the Chester- 
tonian profile (he would have been quick label that 
dangerous proceeding!) with afterthoughts, correc- 
tions, fresh material drawn forth from readers the 
first volume who wrote visited received Miss Ward 
interviews, with considerable amount occasional 
verse from the pen Chesterton himself, well 
other writings him, and some drawings that confirm 
his reputation multi-talented person. These draw- 
ings also confirm something else: the astonishing 
humility the man. For some these makes 
personal appearance, invariably smaller scale than 
the other participants, and conveying tolerant amuse- 
ment himself that unmistakable yet difficult 
pin down. 


The compiler (or editor, narrator, commentator: 
Miss Ward performs all these functions with un- 
obtrusive competence) has arranged her data chap- 
ters roughly chronological order: Chesterton’s child- 
hood, boyhood, his engagement and marriage Fran- 
ces Blogg, their life together, their various homes culmi- 
nating with Overroads, and forth. Trivia and cala- 
mitous events jostle each other these pages, 
life. see G.K.C. feeding his dog the table; yowl- 
ing for his wife Frances come upstairs and tie his tie 
for him (she also tied his shoes); late for lectures 
which was the scheduled lecturer, and least 
one catastrophic occasion, worse than late; the vast 
Texan knife habitually carried; and his phenomenal 
exhibitions absent mindedness, such losing eggs 
his lap restaurant and vaguely ordering more: 
seem have lost the others,” told the waitress. 
course denied being absent minded, claiming 
that his mind was present somewhere else. Which 
was, operating such things Tomato Prose 
and Prosody” (p. 203-5), hilariously funny mock- 
serious dissertation the best wissenschaftliche man- 
ner, containing some priceless parodies Burns, Tenny- 
son, Swinburne, Yeats and Edith Sitwell. 


not everybody—and here the present reviewer 
speaks with authority—who finds Chesterton’s writings 
readable sustained basis. The contrapuntal hand- 
ling ideas, the pyramiding ingenious paradoxes 
that fascinates many pall some after few pages. 
Some are short-winded Chestertonians. But 
Chesterton lovable personality there unani- 
mity unique English letters, nor does the invoking 
the name Johnson affect the matter. People who 
met G.K.C. debate and were defeated him still 
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regarded him with affection; famous persons such 
Shaw and Wells less than the barbers who shaved 
him and the cabbies who hauled his vast bulk about 
London became his devotees; readers who have never 
even been the same continent with him feel some- 
how that they know him personally; and children trust- 
and loved him. The great tragedy the Chester- 
tons’ lives was that their marriage was not blessed with 
children; way compensation they took children 
general, and several families particular, under 
their wing. Some the best pages this book con- 
cern one these families, the Nicholl’s. not true 
say that G.K.C. remained child all his life, but 
seems certain that never lost, the rest have, 
the clear vision childhood. 


only remains say that this fine book about 
great and lovable man whose influence likely 
increase rather than diminish the world recedes from 
the ideals stood for. 


Phillips Temple, 
Georgetown University Library, 
Washington 


Lewis, Wyndham Rotting Hill 


Regnery. Apr. 1952. 265p. $3.00. 

increasingly rare phenomenon story told for the 
sole purpose entertainment. Most the current 
novels are rapidly becoming vehicles for delivering some 
message social, political, religious import. 
sane critic will disapprove this practice long 
balance maintained between story and moral. How- 
ever, narrative which becomes mere skeleton for the 
author’s preaching deserves sharp reproof for its un- 
lawful masquerade the garments fiction. 


Wyndham Lewis (not confused with the author 
the wonderful Francois Villon, David Bevam Wynd- 
ham Lewis) has produced just such work “with 
message”. Rotting Hill termed “novel” 
publishers. But fails meet the normal require- 
ments for the genre literature two counts. the 
first place, really collection short quasi-narra- 
tives, connected the tenuous thread contempor- 
aneity setting. Secondly, the author’s emphatic in- 
sistence putting across his own viewpoint has pro- 
duced result which conversation stifles action, and 
disputatious argumentation between the wooden char- 
acters takes the place plot. fact, Lewis in- 
dividualistic that inserts himself, under his own 
name, figure more than one these short tales. 


The time these stories the past seven years since 
the close World War II. Lewis, the austerities, 
shortages, loss prestige, and other indignities which 
have beset England the past half-decade are but 
manifestations the inward rot which has gnawed 
England’s vitals since the age nineteenth-century 
liberalism. The socialist state (obviously still power 
when this book was composition) but another 
manifestation this rot, inasmuch serves en- 
already-dependent Englishmen give more 
more their initiative meeting daily problems. 
fact, conversely, the individualistic person will suffer, 
today, seeks joust with the all encompassing 
state. 
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illustrate his thesis, Wyndham Lewis adduces nine 
typical situations. There are the stories the clergy- 
man versus “the system”, the Russian-loving Oxford 
“liberal”, “rot” the building trades, socialized medi- 
cine, the lady who foresook romance 
for research, Mr. Patrick and his toy-shop into which 
socialist state creeps affect even the tin his 
soldiers, and three other similar narrative substitutes 
for the soap-box Hyde Park. summary, the author 
maintains that England longer lives Notting Hill 
typical symbol the earlier age security) but 
the self-made Rotting 


Yet there bitter writing this book. Lewis de- 
clares that socialism, considered development 
gospel precepts, can produce better world and 
equalization human rights. But, borrow phrase 
from Chesterton, socialism like Christianity has 
never been really tried. 
Disagreement with the author both his thesis and his 
thinly-veiled preaching does not preclude the fact that 
this book extremely well-written, and possessive 
the wit and satire for which Wyndham Lewis has been 
famous for thirty odd years more. way, 
suggestive Belloc and thus belongs that circle 
yesterday’s Belloc, Chesterton, Baring, 
—who represent the literary craft the flowering 
educated mind which has thought well before express- 
ing itself print. 

Rev. Thomas Cunningham, Ph.D., 

Seton Hall University, 

South Orange, New Jersey 


Crawford, Marion 
Elizabeth the Queen; The Story 
Britain’s New Sovereign 
Prentice-Hall. Mar. 17, 1952. 236p. $2.95. 


This patched-up volume, designed give the curious 
“intimate portrait” the Queen England, defi- 
nitely the product opportunism. possible that 
the author’s earlier works may have been genuine 
interest the avid reader desiring inside information 
about royalty, because the writer’s former confiden- 
tial position the Royal Household. Such satisfaction 
will not come from the present book. 

Elizabeth the Queen begins, the author points out, 
where The Little Princesses ended, the birth 
Elizabeth’s son. that time “Crawfie” was already 
ex-member the Household. consequence, 
the new book, supposedly carrying the story the 
present, not the result “behind the scenes” obser- 
vation but newspaper accounts interspersed with 
recollections earlier days and with pure specula- 
tion. The total haphazard mish-mash which 
three consecutive paragraphs deal with even the same 
decade. bewilderingly formless read and most 
annoyingly cluttered with the author’s own history and 
irrelevant fancies. The suspicion must attach that the 
author had little say, frequently did not know what 
she was talking about, and had, some how, concoct 
book exploit the accesion the new ruler. One- 
eighth the total paging given over supplement 
Elizabeth’s female predecessors, while one-fifth 
the 236 pages are devoted familiar news photo- 
graphs. 


Crawford Kuehnelt-Leddihn 


Aside from style, there nothing here offend any 
but the pathological royalty-hater. the other hand, 
not much good will come out all. 


Doris Maguire, 
New York, New York 
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Kuehnelt-Leddihn, Erik von 


Liberty Equality: The Challenge Our Time 
Caxton. Mar. 17, 1952. 395p. $6.00. 
the postscript this book the author writes: can 
very well imagine that the patient English American 
reader who has followed the bitter end and has 
often asked himself what sort blueprint for the estab- 
lishment lasting, just and truly liberal order the 
writer these lines would propose”. That sentence 
typical this book. First all, ungrammatical. 
Only occasionally von Kuehnelt-Leddihn’s writing 
ungrammatical but frequently obscure, involved 
cryptic. For this reason the reader will need the patience 
Job wade through these pages the end. The 
end, being finally reached, will leave bitter after-taste 
every American’s mouth. 


The author’s purpose examine the conflict which 
his opinion exists between liberty and equality, be- 
tween liberalism and democracy. convinced 
monarchist believes that democracy leads naturally 
totalitarianism. does not advocate monarchy for 
the United States because our culture predominantly 
Protestant and secular; but maintains that Catholic 
nations can never enjoy freedom and liberty until the 
institution monarchy restored. Vast numbers 
authorities are cited who, claims, agree with his 
opinions. The reviewer has read all his notes which 
occupy pages fine print but has not had the oppor- 
tunity investigate them detail. The author has 
the German passion for documentation but ought 
remind himself that documentation does not substitute 
for validity argumentation. this book there 
very little the way clear and logical exposition 
substantiate the author’s thesis. 


Here are some the curious notions advanced von 
Kuehnelt-Leddihn. “In the United States ‘liberal’ 
has come mean person who welcomes change, and 
thus would not averse embracing fostering 
totalitarian ideology” (p. democracy 
and republicanism are part and parcel the dotage 
our Christian civilization” (p. 137). 
“Thus the key the real understanding the Catholic 
cultures the European Continent and South and 
Central America is, for the Protestant well for the 
Catholic the British Isles and North America, 
understanding and appreciation the cultural, artistic 
and intellectual values Humanism, the Renaissance 
and the Baroque” (p. 182). “The Catholic religion 
far more uniform, exacting and rigid than modern 
Protestantism; but the fact remains that Catholic na- 
tions are ‘by nature’ lawless, individualistic, unco-oper- 
ative (except when moved personal affections) aloof 
and independent” (p. 197). “Such frank avowals are 
rare time when the tendency prevails, even among 
Catholics, make the antagonism betwen their Church 
and democracy disappear clever legerdemain” 
(p. may sound like the words Paul 


Dubkin Robinson 


Blanshard but they are from the pen one who claims 
Thomist and atheistic existentialist. 


defending his opinions von Kuehnelt-Leddihn isn’t 
all reticent about differing with such outstanding 
Catholic authorities St. Thomas, Bellarmine, Suarez 
and Cardinal Billot. Against St. Thomas and most 
Catholic theologians proclaims that the state the 
result original sin—a doctrine which has momentous 
consequences for all but especially those non-Catholics 
who deny original sin. quotes the famous 1944 
Christmas allocution Pius XII democracy but only 
far the Pope criticizes the Soviet style “mass” 
democracy. From reading this book one would never 
suspect that the Pope had written: “If the future 
belong democracy, essential part its achieve- 
ment will have belong the religion Christ and 
the Church, the messenger our Redeemer’s word 
which continue His mission saving men. For 
she teaches and defends supernatural truths and com- 
municates the supernatural helps grace order 
actuate the divinely established order beings and 
ends which the ultimate foundation and directive 
norm every democracy”. view this papal 
teaching, how possible for the author speak the 
antagonism which exists between the Catholic Church 
and democracy? 


all the chaff spread throughout this book there are 
few grains wheat but the winnowing hardly 
worth the effort. 

Harry Koenig, 

St. Mary the Lake Seminary, 

Mundelein, Illinois 


Dubkin, Leonard The White Lady 
Putnam. Feb. 29, 1952. 165p. $3.00. 

Like many other people, have always thought bats 
—whenever thought them all—as species 
airborne mice; Charles Addams things; bloodsuckers 
all, with dusty-leathery wings that creaking flit rather 
than flapping fly; Dracula’s pets; cronies and congenial 
neighbors such werewolves and Bartley-zombies; 
attic hunters and graveyard props; natural habitat— 
the hair the human head. Now that have read 
Leonard Dubkin’s chiropteran classic, know that many 
people and have been wrong. apologize, 
lucifugus! Little brown bat actually charming and 
unique creature. 

empty lot his native city, Chicagoan Dubkin, 
naturalist heart, discovered colony bats. Among 
them, time, appeared the rare albino bat, the White 
Lady the title. For two years, while his discreet 
silence about his discovery preserved the safety the 
bats against curious meddling and hostile prying, Dub- 
kin studied them, taking special notice the White 
Lady from birth maturity, learning their secret ways, 
establishing between himself and the White Lady 
delicate friendship. Sometimes took her home with 
him (much his mother’s consternation); once 
carried the bat experimentally ninety-mile distant 
Milwaukee, whence the released White Lady flew 
straight home. Then one day heartless steam shovel 
levelled the lot, broke the colony, and sent its in- 
habitants destination beyond Dubkin’s ken. This 
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book report the observations Dubkin was abie 
make the time his disposal—an absorbing nar- 
rative from start finish, and particularly interesting 
for its revelations concerning the bat’s mastery the 
air. 

The bat the only mammal capable true flight. 
This, itself great distinction, but truly small 
distinction. For'the bat far more accomplished and 
skillful aerial navigator than any instruments 
flight are its own two arms webbed with skin in- 
stantaneously and completely subject the bat’s con- 
trol over every square inch its surface and therefore 
more intricately responsive all the urgencies aero- 
dynamics than the bird’s dull contrivance feathered 
bone and muscle. baby bat never air cadet, 
but full-fledged pilot from the moment launches 
into its first confident flight. Its takeoff can rapid 
that appears blur smoke the eye. But this 
not all. The bat equipped with its own radar sys 
tem. emits supersonic squeaks which bounce off 
obstacles its course back the bat’s ears guide 
its veering, slanting flight. Blind bat’s eyes; will 
fly—but stop its ears still its voice and will blunder 
into brick relates incident which 
still sounds sheerly impossible me. one occasion, 
the living room Dubkin’s home, the White Lady 
took sport (bats are very playful) diving time and 
again through electric-fan blades whirling 800 
When Dubkin wonderingly revved the blades 1200 
rpm’s, the White Lady declined the game; its 
radar said No! Such feat fills with amaze and 
incredulity. doff hat the bat—even does 
come and nest hair after all! 


Joseph Belvedere, 
Department English, 


University Scranton 
The 
Robinson, Henry Morton 
Simon Schuster. Mar. 27, 1952. 107p. $3.50. 
This pleasant book. After grappling with the con- 
tortions and obliquities many the moderns, 
refreshing read through little volume which 
traditional style and warmly spontaneous treat- 
ment. Especially good among the lyrics the section 
The Lyric Almanac; here Mr. Robinson’s emotions 
real, even trifle ecstatic, and his images fresher 
elsewhere the book. Among the narrative poems 
the collection Honey Bughler’s Retreat seems 
present reviewer the best. the old story 
loves-girl-and-leaves-her, but told with poignancy 
Like Hopkins, Robinson sees the “dearest 
deep down things”, but unfortunately does not pos 
sess Hopkins’ gift. The book full 
images and expected rhymes, though certainly pos rela 
sesses facility handling both. the lyric 
the poet sums himself quite adequately: The 
Nothing make the savants murmur “earthquake” 
rattle the burgher chimneys this town. that 
Margaret Scanlon, ship 
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Boerger, William Until Comes 


Novel Based the Life Jesus. Exposition Press. 
Mar. 10, 1952. 254p. $3.00. 

Rather than trying give judgment this work 
art, should prefer recount few incidents from 
the story and let the reader judge for himself. opens 
with scene where Judas helps the escape two 
prisoners from Roman chain gang—prisoners who, 
our author imagines, are the two thieves later crucified 
with Christ. Then conversation between Judas 
and Thomas, learn why Judas bitter against 
Romans: his little brother was one the victims the 
slaughter Innocents. This bitterness one 
reason supports Christ, who, hopes, will lead 
rebellion against Caesar. Losing this hope, betrays 
his Leader for sum money which, our author 
certain Jewess loves. However, bitterly repents 
the betrayal and hangs himself. The final chapter 
presents, through our authors’ fertile imagination, 
glimpse the Last Judgment. Judas’s little 
brother flying (he has wings) about the feet Christ, 
and asking his big brother will come. Christ smiles 
and says will. Then Judas appears, moving slowly 
across the horizon and carrying heavy 
has been his punishment, carrying the cross Christ 
throughout the ages until judgment. When arrives 
before Christ, freed and made one the elect. 


The above typical the rest the story, which in- 
cludes, unfortunately, many incidents from the life 
Christ—all filled with lurid bombast 
author’s overflowing imagination. Certainly book 
this kind not worth reading anyone. The author, 
good Catholic, father family, and member the 
bar St. Cloud, Minnesota, intended write reli- 
gious novel. But intention one thing, result another. 
The result here, through lack art, unintentional 
caricature certain parts the life 
can accomplish good, and could harm two 
ways: simple Catholics offers wildly melodrama- 
tic version some Gospel stories; enemies the 
faith offers many opportunities for ridicule. 

Rev. Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 

St. Anselm’s Priory, 

Washington, 


Pieper, Josef Leisure, The Basis Culture 
Translated Alexander Dru. Pantheon. 
$2.75. 

new and changing conception the nature man, 
the very meaning human existence comes light 
the claims expressed the modern notion “total 
work” and “total The “worker” charac- 
terized three principal traits: extreme tension 
the powers action, readiness suffer vacuo un- 
related anything, complete absorption the social 
organism, itself rationally planned utilitarian ends. 
The true notion leisure mental and spiritual 
attitude can help save Western culture (all those values 
which exceed immediate need and utility) the degree 
that rendered possible and justified divine wor- 
ship. For the celebration divine worship 
that the three elements leisure emerge together: 
effortlessness, calm and relaxation, and its superiority 


Boerger Pieper Reber Coggins 


all and every function. this manner answered 
the vital modern question: with what kind activity 
man occupy his leisure? 


Philosophy has its role play transcending step- 
ping beyond this world total work, this sphere the 
merely useful. The philosophical act fundamental 
relation reality, full personal attitude which pre- 
supposes silence, contemplative attention things, 
which man begins see how worthy veneration 
they really are. leisure and know that 


God” (Ps. 55, 11). 


Mr. Pieper’s style clear and concise that makes 
for easy reading. one can miss the meaning his 
important message. This one those few books 
which have much appeal many readers 
thoughts previously expressed two articles the 
Review Politics and his address the members 
the American Catholic Philosophical Association 
1950, while engaged visiting professor the Uni- 
versity Notre Dame. There Introduction 


Eliot. 
Frederick Scott, 
University Scranton 


* 


Reben, Martha The Healing Woods 
Crowell. Apr. 1952. 250p. $3.00. 


This book non-fiction records the author’s stay 
Weller Pond across Saranac Lake “as far away boat 
was possible get from the village”. Martha 
Reben’s fight against tuberculosis which lures her into 
the wilderness. The book harmless, not overly inter- 
esting, and not too well written. watered-down 
study the natural life the area (almost every kind 
bird, animal, flower, and tree the area men- 
tioned and commented upon), but disappointing 
that never really does tell how the woods healed 
the wounds soul and body from which the author 
was evidently suffering. Nor does satisfy particularly 
its portrayal “the new way life” opened 
her search for health the woods. Something miss- 
ing, and that something might have made this worth- 


while book. 
Sister Mary William, Ph.D., 
Department English, 
The College St. Catherine, 
St. Paul Minnesota 


Coggins, Carolyn Successful Entertaining Home 
Prentice-Hall. Mar. 31, 1952. 383p. $4.95. 

This volume will welcome addition any home 
bookshelf. Written for those who enjoy company 
well for any who fear entertaining because they think 
must expensive and worrisome, Carolyn Coggins’ 
guide the art being gracious hostess deserves 
place beside the favorite cookbook. chockfull 
glamour hostess tricks made easy for the newest bride 
seasoned housewife, all designed make every party 
outstanding event. 


Basic plans are outlined for all types entertaining, 
from simple breakfasts and buffet suppers large cock- 
tail parties and wedding receptions. Menus and recipes 


Graham 


are included, over 200 them, with special emphasis 
chafing dish and casserole cookery. 


Besides ideas food and down earth suggestions 
for easy entertaining, Miss Coggins offers chapters 
children’s parties, entertainment invalids, games 
play and the etiquette being guest. She covers 
the unusual well the commonplace; for example, 
how entertain graciously hotel room, how live 
pleasantly although the move when one’s husband 
the armed services, and how conduct campus 
parties. Outdoor cooking and picnic fare are inter- 
estingly discussed. 


This book, moreover, well suited for use basic 
reference for such household equipment 
glassware, and silver, kitchen equipment and guest 
room furnishings. Hints for organization servants 
and comfort family living are amusingly presented. 


Written with gay and hospitable philosophy that 
homes should house happy people, Successful Enter- 
taining Home welcome addition the “how 
it” family books. the author remarks, “You 
don’t ‘get ready’ for company fun. You live ready 
for company and fun. And it’s easier you’re organ- 
ized.” 


Only one good reason for not reading this book exists, 
far this reviewer concerned: namely, the abso- 
lute impossibility giving some kind party soon, 
because after reading the art entertaining the 
Coggins manner, want to, for sure. 


Kathleen 
Bethesda, Maryland 


Graham, Aelred, O.S.B. 
Catholicism and the World Today 
McKay. Mar. 21, 1952. 266p. $4.00. 


Dom Aelred Graham, Englishman birth and 
resident that country monk Ampleforth 
Abbey near York, until came this country last 
year Prior Portsmouth Priory Rhode Island, 
already well-known Catholic readers the author 
The Love God and The Christ Catholicism. 
England has ben prominent during the past 
decade highly literate spokesman for Catholicism, 
through the medium BBC broadcasts and articles 
leading British periodicals. this capacity that 
addresses this most timely essay the Church 
today’s world, chiefly two classes readers: 


those members the Catholic church who are 
concerned with the impact their faith upon the 
modern world and those who, though owing 
allegiance Catholicism, find its claims sufficiently 
arresting merit examination, only pronounce 
them exorbitant, spacious, menacing, merely ab- 
surd. attempt made reconcile the irrecon- 
cilable. 
not, therefore, duplicating the task Professor 
refuting the charges Paul Blanshard and 
similar attackers the Church, though keenly 
aware the existence Mr. Blanshard’s books and, 
more, the rather widespread anti-Catholicism the 
time, which they are but symtomatic. Further, 
might pointed out that Dom Aelred began this work 


Best SELLERS 


while was still England, and that his considera- 
tion the Church’s position the present time does 
not have specific reference the Church this coun- 
try—nor that England, since his view universal, 


The attacks Blanshard and 
Catholics can easily enough parried completely 
discounted, because their radical misunderstanding 
(whether wilful otherwise) Catholicism as, first 
and foremost, Church, rather than 
machine. More difficult handle are the charges 
against the Catholic Church qua Church, that Dom 
Aelred brings together from various sources, mainly 
modern Protestant theologians our time: Karl Barth 
and Emil Brunner are quoted extensively formulating 
(or re-formulating) objections 
upon what they consider wrong notions such funda- 
mental terms Nature, Person, Faith, Revelation, 
upon the words, even, Churgh and Catholic, there 
widely different interpretation placed 
theologians than Catholics. Only sampling 
such problems presented, and Fr. Graham concedes 
the difficulty presenting satisfactory solutions. 


Yet only Catholicism presents all humanity 
flexible Either/Or statement the problem 
tion defeat for the Western world today; 
all other religious groups continue try for Borh 
And solution. Here Fr. Graham would 
ment with Rosalind Murray, who points out The 
Good Pagan’s Failure worthy companion-volume, 
the way, the book under discussion) 
real, practicing Catholic has much more common 
with the dedicated Communist than with the fuzzily- 
minded humanitarian religionist (and almost more 
than with the lukewarm, ignorant Catholic), for mili- 
tant Catholic and true Communist are keenly aware 
the mutual exclusiveness their systems 
losophy. 


Fr. Graham notes also the argument (again one made 
responsible and objective experts their field) that 
the Catholic Church has not demonstrated sufficient 
social awareness, organization operating within 
the human framework; here Fr. Graham admits that 
all ages there may have been individual Catholics— 
even many, given time—who have been blind 
social needs; but the record the Church whole 
here outstanding and clear for all see, and the 
present revival interest the doctrine Mystical 
Body has already done much revive Catholic interest 
social questions, and will more; here, other 
things, Catholics men have often been their 
time, infected with the individualism that 
the age, and that many anti-Catholic theorists would 
strengthen, rather than modify. 


That there perhaps too much “legalistic” attitude 
toward problems moral theology, Fr. Graham con- 
cedes, and suggests that perhaps that branch 
Theology need re-examination. Theologically 
speaking, and with reference the average Catholic, 
his insistence perhaps most importnt upon the ob- 
servance what Thomas calls “the correct order 
speaking about the Faith”, that hierarchy rec- 
ognized Catholic doctrine, the Immaculate Concep- 
tion, e.g., being seen consequence the Incarna- 
tion, and Papal Infallibility following from the Holy 


Prat 
The 
auth 
this 

the 

the 

prov 
tion’ 
seek 
and 

ity 


thi: 
rec 
Sim 

alw 
Oli 

the 

play 
Che 
the 
doe: 
ofte 
not 
title 
and 
hun 
gam 
Assi 


SELLERS 


nsidera- 
does 


anti- 
mpletely 
standing 
as, first 
-political 
charges 
Dom 
irl Barth 
mulating 
based 
funda- 
Sin; 
here 
rotestant 


in- 
virtually 

The 
-volume, 
that the 
common 
fuzzily- 
for mili- 
aware 


made 
eld) that 
sufficient 
within 
that 
tholics— 
blind 
whole 
and the 
Mystical 
interest 
other 
would 


attitude 
ham con- 
ranch 
ologically 
Catholic, 
the ob- 
order 
rec- 


the Holy 


15, 1952 


Spirit’s presence the Church; neither case can 
one add “and vice 


But the complete enumeration the good things 
this book impossible; can only enthusiastically 
recommended all who would adult 
cism well years. 


Bernard Theall, O.S.B., 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


The Pleasures Chess 
Apr. 1952. 192p. $3.50. 


Oldest and most intricate all board games, chess has 
always inspired literature committed the praise 
its allurements. Its apparently limitless complexity has 
alike delighted chess novice, initiate, and master. Even 
Oliver Goldsmith paid tribute composing 
didactic poem full-dress heroic couplets it. Latest 
devotee give his testimony Assiac, conductor 
the chess column The New Statesman and Nation, 
whose present book thrice welcome simply because 
not the usual manual instruction and analysis 
(with rare exceptions, like Irving Chernev’s and Fred 
Reinfeld’s Winning Chess, manuals seldom improve 
player’s game), but rather, like The Fireside Book 
Chess, work intended entertain the average player 
with information about the many aspects chess that 
are seldom called his attention: the significance 
the time clock tournament play, the blunders the 
masters, the element luck, the difference between 
chess “problem” and chess Assiac prefers 
the latter, since its starting position one that can and 
does come about actual play contrast with the 
often “impossible” position the problem. Let 
not imply, however, that the book controversial; its 
title correctly indicates its purpose, and Assiac achieves 
not only drawing upon his rich fund example 
and illustration but imparting light and whimsical 
humor his treatment what after all only 
game. pocket-size chess set ingeniously pasted and 
stapled into the back cover the book will provide the 
reader with convenient device for working out 
Assiac’s 


Assiac 
Simon Schuster. 


Joseph Belvedere, 
Department English, 
University Scranton 


Pratt, Fletcher, Ed. 
Twayne. 1952. 445p. $3.95. 


The well known military journalist and science fiction 
author has collected group stories produced during 
this first half the 20th Century and coming within 
the field science fiction and fantasy. Saying that 
throughout all literature have used 
the techniques fantasy science fiction “as 
means handling ideological material that would 
refractory under the processes ‘normal’ fic- 
Mr. Pratt adds that today authors deliberately 
seek the freedom allowed such techniques order 
add new areas experience, intensity emotional 
and intellectual phenomena, and escape from rigid- 
ity all its aspects. then goes postulate four 


World Wonder 


Assiac Pratt Healy Kirk Seton Eisenhower 


rules the new literature—that the story must 
human problem, that the author permitted only one 
basic premise assumption, that established scientific 
fact violated unless such violation the basis the 
story and logically supported and finally that 
established pattern psychological behavior violated 
except under the same circumstances. Mr. Pratt’s col- 
lection designed meet these tests and present 
fiction ideological material which not easily handled 
“normal” fiction. Most the items selected 
Mr. Pratt veer closer fantasy than straight science 
fiction and almost all are the level individual 
human beings rather than whole peoples, races 
planets with psychological phenomena being more im- 
portant than scientific. Because the nature the 
stories they are suitable mainly for adult readers. 


Healy, Raymond Ed. 


New Tales Space and Time 
Holt. 1952. 294p. $3.50. 


This fresh anthology science fiction stories— 
fresh the sense that all the items were written 
specifically for this collection and none have previously 
appeared magazine form. They cover the major 
themes science fiction, such space and time travel, 
robotics, symbiosis and all the rest. The stories are 
the newer genré with psycho-social, political and prob- 
lems the entire human race being stressed and with 
the solutions various the authors. the whole 
the stories are not superior the ordinary pulp maga- 
zine content though one two are quite ingenious the 
remainder are run-of-mine. Because the nature 
the material and because the inclusion suggestive 
writing the book seems suitable only for adults. 


REPRINTS 
The Build-up Boys 


Scribner edition published 


Kirk, Jeremy 
Pocket Books. Feb., 1952. 
Feb., 1951. 215p. $0.25. 


For the public welfare there now exposed the inner 
workings great American Business, the public rela- 
tions industry. The Build-up Boys falls into class 
stories which might have the common sub-title, “Por- 
traits Heels”. trivial book with several coldly 
lustful passages which render questionable com- 
mendability. (Condensed from Best Sellers, 10, 
230, Mar. 15, 1951.) 


Seton Anya Foxfire 
Pocket Books. 1952. Houghton, Mifflin, Jan. 
1951. 344p. $0.25. 


minor, rental-library type novel, with Indian 
background Arizona. The story, apart 
romantic elements, revolves around lost gold mine. 


(Condensed from Best Sellers, Feb. 1951, 193.) 


Eisenhower, Dwight Crusade Europe 
Permabooks. Apr. 16, 1952. 573p. $0.50. (Original 
edition: Doubleday, Nov. 22, 1948.) 

December, 1948 Book-of-the-Month selection, this 
book reveals the General his true light leader 
mighty army superbly trained and directed that its 
performance places Eisenhower among the military 


greats modern history. Certainly there much re- 
warding material within its covers; for instance there 
figures Patton and Montgomery, the bizarre poli- 
tical picture French Africa under Darlan and Giraud 
and Churchill and Roosevelt. 


Even their limited scope Ernie Pyle and John Mason 
Brown far better job dealing with the human 
side the drama. (Condensed from review the 


Dec. 1948 issue, pp. 189-90.) 


* 


Abell, Aaron I., Bernard Fleming, Paul 
Levack, Thomas McAvoy, C.S.C., and 
Lawrence Mannion 

History the United States 
Fordham University Press, 1951. 683p. 


new history the United States, particularly one 
compiled five educators various institutions 
learning throughout this country, would seem require 
preface explaining its purpose and intent. The re- 
viewer, however, and the reader, must depend upon 
careful consultation two separate places the 
book’s dust jacket, wishes know why another 
American History has been offered him. This the 
first defect book which gives every evidence 
finding extremely market for its wares. 


Possibly prejudice against double columns text- 
book sized work may account for the difficulty which 
this writer noted reading the volume. can hardly 
doubted, however, that the average undergraduate 
student—for which the dust jacket informs 
book was meant, among others—has more than pre- 
judice against learning anything important 
notes. has almost pathological allergy such 
materials devices. Since the book abounds foot- 
notes, its use bound severely restricted, and its 
usefulness rendered less effective. 


This sad state affairs, because—as the dust jacket 
once again informs us—the volume the work 
Catholic educators, whose attitude toward American 
history inevitably reflects their attitude toward the im- 
portance religion American society, and therefore 
offers least courageous attempt redress the griev- 
ances Catholics have long felt from cavalier dismissal 
their contributions this country. Certainly Cath- 
olic text-book American history would far from 
superfluous, but this one does not yet answer all the 
needs Catholic college students. 


Bibliographies are furnished the ends chapters; 
maps and pictures abound. The latter are not repro- 
duced well the general excellence the type 
would lead one expect, yet they indicate that 
thoughtful consideration what will appeal stu- 
dents has influenced their choice. For the general 
reader, looking for work reference, the dust 
jacket once again informs us, this volume may well 
serve handy tool, though necessarily not univer- 
sally satisfactory one. most unfortunate, how- 
ever, that the style, well the format, this book 
smacks much the compact, one-volume encyclo- 
pedia. Whatever may its merits, certainly not 
the answer the need for history the United 


Abell Yerby Jennings Stinetorf Preston 


Best 


States which will show proper perspective the con- 
tributions the Church. 


Sister Marie Carolyn, O.P., 
Catholic University America, 
Washington 17, 


* * 


Yerby, Frank Pride’s Castle 
Pocket Books, 1952. (Cardinal edition.) 382p. (Original 
Dial Press edition, May, 1949.) 

Take dash New York City 1870, add cup 
big Pride Dawson (cast the physical mold 
buckling hero), fold well-beaten portion Sharon 
O’Neill, along with several tablespoonsful heiress 
Esther Stillworth, stir and heat. When this comes 
boil, mix equal quantities sex, robber barron 
ethics, flamboyant action, continuing stir 
When the mixture becomes slightly thick, top off 
adultery dipped corn-syrup and you have 
(Reviewed Best Sellers, 67, July 15, 

49.) 


Jennings, John The Pepper Tree 
Pocket Books, 1952. (Cardinal edition.) 390p. (Original 
Little, Brown edition, 1950.) 

routine adventure story author known for his 
novels early American seafarers, with generous 
fillip sex thrown in. The plot full dull and 
rather strained characters; not the mark set 
the author’s previous books. (Reviewed Best Sellers, 


10, 166, Dec. 15, ,1950.) 


Stinetorf, Louise White Witch Doctor 
Pocket Books. Apr. 1952. $0.25. (Original edi- 
tion: Westminster, July 17. 1950.) 

August, 1950 Literary Guild choice, this novel deals 
with the adventures Protestant missionary (female 
but denomination unspecified) medical worker who, 
spite handicaps, contrived niche for herself and for 
her work under the almost insuperable difficulties 
the Dark Continent. Ellen Burton was primarily inter- 
ested the corporal works mercy which she 
labored indefatigably and spirit selfless service. 
There much Africa the book, animals and 
plants and food and customs and the whole quite 
interesting, though naturally minor stature. 
densed from the Aug. 1950 review Best Sellers.) 


* 


Preston, John Hyde 

Short History the American Revolution 
Pocket Books, 1952. (Cardinal edition.) 501p. $0.35. 
Cardinal editions are new venture made 
Books offer reprints longer, non-fictional works 
slightly higher price than the standard one long 
associated with the paper-backed reprint field. The 
present volume reprint Preston’s Revolution: 
1776, originally published Harcourt, Brace, 1933. 


Preston’s style definitely not that the traditional 
scholar, approaching impartial way the facts 
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able concerning some long-past events. 
uses dialogue, weather descriptions, skillfully phrased 
accounts the looks and probable emotions his pro- 
tagonists, and technique which borrows liberally 
from the flash-back type now popular the drama. 
cannot objected, however, that his use these 
devices evidence romantic attachment fictional- 
history, since also uses, and shows familiarity 
with, great mass papers and documents which 
have probably provided him with the foundation 
needs present such lively view the American 
Revolution. 


With its faults and its merits, the book will probably 
appeal mostly those quite unfamiliar with the main 
events the Revolution. might even recom- 
mended good supplementary reading for high-school 
college classes, only spark somewhat livelier 
discussion than teachers can generally evoke this 
type topic. Otherwise, its sales will doubt 
confined those travellers who pick books from the 
railway station, scorning their fellows’ taste for the 
lowly, ten-cents-cheaper mystery story. 


Wylie, Philip The Disappearance 
Pocket Books. Apr. 1952. (Cardinal edition.) 
$0.35. (Original edition: Rinehart, Jan. 11, 1951.) 
Appropriating the machinery science-fiction, the 
Utopian novel, and the dream vision, Philip Wylie un- 
folds fable which treats the reader view two 
one-sex worlds engineered for the purpose elucidat- 
ing his postulate the essentially instinctual nature 
man: “Nature, not man’s ideas, controls Ever 
since the publication Generation Vipers 1943, 
this thesis has been the pivotal point the author’s 
sweeping condemnations humanity, society and civili- 
reiterated for the past eight years with more 
less artistry but with undiminished vehemence and 
arrogance. Although Wylie mean craftsman his 
material too pretentious aesthetically acceptable 
and too offensive intellectually and morally warrant 
less than drastic condemnation. (Condensed from the 
Feb. 15, 1951 review Best Sellers.) 


* 


The Zebra Derby 
(Original Doubleday edition, 


Shulman, Max 
Pocket Books, 1952. 
1946.) 

Asa Heartrug returns from the war, and with what 
billed “brilliant satire”, the traces his adven- 
tures Asa leaves the farm for the big Full 
screwball, zany, crackpot humor; further full dose 
obscenity, vulgarity, profanity and 
ences. (Reviewed Best Sellers, 193, Jan. 15, 


1946.) 


165p. 


ste 


Howard, Elizabeth Metzger 
Before the Sun Goes Down 
1952. 416p. (Original Doubleday edition, 


novel caste laid Willowspring, Pennsylvania, 
and the man who made mission breaking the 
system. Doc Dan Field hopes for the day when science 


Wylie Shulman Howard Arnold Roark 
Gardner Cozzens Bart 


will prove that body and soul are one substance and 
divorce will socially acceptable. The relation 
few the obscene incidents are little the porno- 
graphic side. (Reviewed Best Sellers, 202, 
Feb. 1946.) 


Walk With the Devil 
(Original 


Arnold, Elliott 
Pocket Books, 1952. 
1950.) 

Distinguishes itself its forthright dealing with 
moral problem wartime. Without adopting the 
preacher’s tone throws new practical light the 
old problem whether the end justifies the means. 
means profound book contains pages in- 
sight the Italian country folk and light dip two 
into the thinking processes its characters. (Reviewed 
Best Sellers, 10, 158, Dec. 1950.) 


213p. 


Roark, Garland 
Permabooks, 1952. 
1950.) 

The story race the speedy clipper ships around 
the Horn from New York San Francisco. Well-larded 
with matters sexual and nautical lore. (Reviewed 


Best Sellers, 10, 156, Dec. 1950.) 


Rainbow the Royals 


396p. (Original Doubleday edition, 


Gardner, Erle Stanley 

The Case the Half-wakened Wife 
Pocket Books, 1952. 232p. (Original Morrow edition, 
1945.) 
When Parker Benton invited all interested parties for 
overnight trip his yacht, merely meant 
make the settlement the oil-lease controversy easier. 
But the outcome all was murder. Perry Mason 
story with slightly different twist. (Reviewed Best 
Sellers, 121, Oct. 1945.) 


Guard Honor 


Cozzens, James Gould 
Permabooks, 1952. $0.35. 


The Pulitzer Prize novel 1948, this beautifully-written 
novel presents the problem military loyalties and 
their relation the individual. Problems which are 
universal are worked out one Air Force base, 
which serves microcosm military installments 
everywhere; emotional and intellectual problems that 
centuries human life have not availed solve, are 
played out within space forty-eight hours. This 
chiefly novel character, rather than plot, and 
there not single cipher lay-figure the lot. The 
level taste, too, sets far above most the other 
World War novels the past decade; that level 
upheld, too, the jacket illustration. 


Bart, Alan The Loyalty Free Men 
Pocket Books, 1952. 266p. $0.35. 


The author’s thesis, worked out mainly through de- 
tailed presentation individual cases, that the per- 
sonal freedom Americans has been—and being— 


Bart 


dangerously encroached through 
loyalty-testing devices now widely employed the 
“Loyalty Board” investigations, the work the 
the requiring academic oaths, the use the tech- 
nique “guilt association”. The widespread use 
present, Mr. Barth greater dan- 


Best 


ger the commonwealth than those which they 
portedly seek avoid. writes calmly and 
tively, and, large part, rather convincingly, but tails 
face the question whether, times like these, 
such disagreeable methods and techniques 
necessary for the avoidance greater evil. 
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